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FROM A SINK BOX

Sport of an Evening and a

Morning on the Great

South Bay.

SWIFT FLIERS PAY TOLL j

Canvasbacks, Brant and Other

Ducks Brought Down by

Hidden Gunners.

My introduction to the sink bo, .or
i.,ittr" t " i of beguiling wild duck
ii w ir. in vogue throughout
Li - waters, particularly on Chesn- -

,m !t i ,md its 1 ributarirs, was so Icng
, m don t like to think about it,"

(

. i i nun ignu oi nucK shooting. It
I. ned on tho Hniith lior r,r i..m '

' '
I!. etc was scarcely a ripple on the

pij. id bosom of the bay when we started
fit itid as far as the eye could reach
if .nid down tho waterway dark patches
n'licli In tlie distance lesembled acres
. ' flotsam betokened thn presence of
il' i by tens of thousands.

I was about an hour and a half before
then we reached a favorable

imi (tt the lo:l shnrA unH ham It a; v: " ll"
to put out our battery, machine

they tailed it, in the hope that wo would
I'.' abl- - lo pick tip a few brace before
darkness et in

You know how they r!g up the cofrln-lik- e

i itubiiution which h merely u box1
iilimit T feet long and 18 inches deep and
from two and a hair to five feet wide, ac-- l
cotrhng to whether it Is single or a double.
T'.rre ate nigs or blankets In the bottom
and .1 -- null head rest places the face of
tfr liooir at an .angle where the eye
ci.iv ivep the waters to the front and
rn cithT side. A hundred or more de--c

- ,it the accompaniment of the s'nk
I ,

When we were snugly ensconced in
etii- double our men moved off and mak-ui- s

a wide detour began stirring up the
of ducks th3t'mndo the middle

of the I My look like the home of all the
Tuterfowl in that part of th country.
I h liijht was dead in our faces, but by
shading our eyes with one hand we could
mv very well, and the boat haHn't ben
cr.e niHiiy minutes when almost on the
WMter through the ruddy pathway of the
Miti winged half a dozen birds, too far
away for us to tell their species, but hav--
II i; the earmarks of the canvnsback,

as they flew In n line and were
time as only that duck, can when

h i li a hurry.
"Mark," 1 called to my companion,

"(1 mI ahad!"
Ih" man with mo had shot tho ground

f" twenty years and he knew every
l!e to 1 employed As the ducks came

en v iftly he cautioned me in a whisper
r..i 'o ehoot till ho gave thi word of com-r.- tr

l di'tances on the water being very
U 1'tive, and I had to crouch there, my
httidi hilching the stock of a big 10 gauge
I wa -- hooting then, my id?a at that tlmi
I' that you had to have something
h a cannon to pick a duck out of tho

' Fuidlly, when they were almost
ill" n u and the plumage of the Bplendld
I i mild Ii" noted, capo the short
i "i.ip.il.

" 'sit n,
"Ih-- i Pjjivasbacks wheeled and

whirled in right, climbing to get out
ol (luiKT, but gunpowder was quicker
than the inoM active pinions, and
two were d'ud in th-- j air and a third was
hi intmg to tli water mortally hurt in
a moment On of the others turned
wh.n fully seventy-liv- e yards away,
and dipping another shell Into the 'ean-nr.- n'

I had him well ThU wan a purely
!iek hhot and my companion stared in
open niotithrd amazement as the duck
plunged heacllong und bit th? water with
a hphsh that showed he was all In.

"I hid found tin 10 gauge efficacious
In open' shooting m th late evenings
on t shores of Florida lagoons, where
th-- lurH flw high and wild, and had
knocked them down at distances that

"ild hive left mi open to thn charg
of dnwlng th long bow If I had not tieen
for, ni.a'n enough to have an occasional
i'v uness, btit-- I don't think I ever made
n -- hot that gave me more satisfaction
th.in th ono I'm telling you about

The loat circled down and picked
'ii - three dad blrdB,one of the crew

g a dip tint for the purpose, while
a -- iicle hhot disposed of the cripple
Nh. elnig. tho loat passed within fifty
r.i'd and the captain, who was at thg
u ' "I 'Jiuutcrt-

I hat long shot was a corkerl Want
that cannon?'

bunch or bluebills piled Into the
4" wlnn we were thinking of

t for th" night, for picking up decoys
in i h Ijatter)1 is cold work, and wo wanted
t' Mve th' men lo it wh!l'j th3 light

i- - vet good Wo bllster.--d them, and
' never saw a more surprised flock

r'' ' e ks than tli"y were
iev were so rattled that half tho

r - nl smack over our hiads, so close
that wo could almost have hit them

" ' gup barrels The dead amounted
ir and the crippled were fluttering

trying to get. out of range. 'A
f ' ols disposed of them and when the

a yawl nnd took us aboard
t a handsome bag t,o show for our

' .ening s sport.
'ter tlm decoys and the machine had

.li ked up -- the sink bo is never
I over night, for in case of a heavy

" would (111 and go to the bottom
an- - ptepared in tho snug cabin
mop lly the light of an oil lamp

- a delirious meal, a steak which we
ought along with us forming the

oruon of it.
wrie asleep early that night and

' i mt I knew nothing till the early
. uours of the next day. Some-wa- s

broiling bacon and making
'' the light of a smoky lamp. It

' oi luck and the captain urged
' as he wanted us to be ir.

in time Tor tlm morning flight,
ould onniiiienctt promptly at

- a gray morning, the sort of
',' which was made for buttery
' .mil the captain mid his two

worked like beavers lo get
.g rtady in time The weather

day and there was more sea on, enough
! In flirt to give us an occasional douchs
at we lay side by side In the hot The
li.u tow margins of zinc about tho frlnce
of the box to be turned up In such In- -
stances helped td shield us rrom the spray,
but there was enough coming Inboard

"n'efoVo woT?, ''IS ' !
I

I" 'T , inour seat a sheldrake scuttled from behind
our heads. bringing niv companion to n
sitting posture. One glance at the lone
"ill betokened his kind and no shot was

later asUf W AwlVavnhHZr5,.
nig ntr. They were blccer-tha- n ducks
hiuI not as lain o ns i?oemt

"'"rant, by all that's wondoifiil!'
breathed my companion.

V llPn 11 rntirtln lititwlrt .'fir-il- 'lU'llV
It looked as though they would turn anil
raw us ay. i no man at my sine rniseu
one of his feet two or three times ubove
thn level of the box, and this ruse, which
conveyed n llfellko movement to the
bunch of decoys, was siicces-fii- l. Flying
with their long necks far outstretched,
they piled alone, not ungracefully for so
unwieldy a bin), and pass-c- forty yards
In front of the battery Three ot the
four paid toll and the survivor, much per-
turbed, accelerated his pace and was out
of sight. In a moment

" Fnt as butter.' mm the cantaln's com- -
ment as he coasted down under sail power

shouted my chum 'Did you notice them
tumbler

"Did 1 notice It? Wasn't it my first
brant?

"A bunch of blacks, probably 150 in the
flock, came high over our heads that
morning and nut a member of thn colony
came to us in answer 10 lour onrreis.
it was an uncanny thing, that Tho
birds did not seem to bo too far away.
certainly not as far ns tho duck I had
killed the evening before, but we were
caught unawares and that may have
accounted for it

"The first intimation we had of their
presence was when the air was full of
whistling wings and looking up the skv
was darkened for tho moment. It wnxit't
a case of taking aim. 1 know for my
own part while still recumbent I threw
up ine cannon atia.puueu on trigger

p . 11
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"The air was blue, around there for a
whil" and I don't think either cf us would
qualify for a Sunday school stiperinten-denc- y

at that moment. Hut later on
what was probably n remnant of that
colony of blacks returned, coming out
of the west and giving us ample warning
and, wn had our revenge. Asthe captain
picked them up hecalled:

"'That's more like it; thought you fol-

lows had lost your receipt when you didn't
get any of that big bunch, but your eyes
are all right, nil right.'

"At noon they picked us up and we
lunched on the txat. eating with that zest
which makes canned leans taste better
than terrapin and a bottle of beer moro
satisfying than all the vintages of France.
We put out again after the mlddav meal,
but by .1 o'clock the wind had risen to
half a gale and the water was piling over
ine snuuow tunc combing ot tne nox in
a way that made it uncomfortable. It s
no fun trying to swim in rubber boots,
and It was that or quit, so we signalled
lor ine captain and culled it n inn day.

"On the way across the bay we tied the
birds in pairs, cleaned the "guns nnd as
sumed the garb of Now York, nnd when
we roacheo) tno big lights It was naro to
realize that only a few hours before we
had appeared to bo so far away from the
metropolis."

moosi: iv rut: in;rmrt:sr.
Fierce llatllr. 4'urlom eelilents and a

'omeil of the Korrl.
(t'opirlpW. 1911, On I). I.nng?.

St Paul, Minn., Jan 12 The land of
the moose is a wilderness of tierce battles,
where he is king whose heud is crowned
with tho strongest antlers Many a
naturalist has inurvetied at tho gigantic
palmated antlers of the moose, and nu-

merous are tho stories about their use,
but they have only one use; thVy are for
battle, for battle to the death, unless the
vanquished bull can make a rush into a
nearby thicket and escape Ih3 terrible
side thrust of the Infuriated victor

My lato friend C M Harker, who for
fifteen years led the life of a hermit
trapper and philosopher in tho wilds
north of I.ako Superior, where more
often he gazed on moose than on men,
told mo a remarkable story of a battle
between two maddened antlered giants.

It was in the mating season of the
moose, and the crisp October night re-

sounded with the be'lowing battle chal-
lenge The old lean Indian guide Jim
Oeeseck nnd his son. White Sky, had made
their camp near a trapping trail which
they were cutting out for Mr. Barker
Only a few rods f pom their camp two giant
bulls met in mortal combat.

The brus.h broko and crashed as tho
Infuriated beasts pushed each other
this way and that way, tho big nostrils
snorted and thn broad antlers clashed
like the broadswords of gladiators. At
the end of half an hour the vanquished
brute saved his hide from being ripped
and his vitals from being pierced by
headlong flight Into a spruce swamp,

And now the grand drama of the forest
night suddenly took a turn to tho farce
comedy of'lhe circus The Indians had
taken their cur dog and their cnt alone
to camp. When the battle was over the
victorious bull caught the barking of the
cur, and mad with victory and the fight-

ing craze of the m iling seison he rushed
toward the noisy dog

In his blind rush he became entangled
in tho guy ropes of the tent and tore it
down over the heads of the Indians. Tho
barking dog Iwjcamo frightened at thn
big snorting monster and with yelps of
fear he sought refuge under a stump,
where his friend tho cat was asleep.

Tom stepped out of,doors to see what
was the matter, but before he found out
tho cloven hoof of the moose stepped on
his tail or eomo other part of his lank
anatotnv and Tom gave vent to his feelings
in the most soul piorcinfl yowl of his life

White Sky rushed out of tho crumpled
tent and fired point blank at the raving
monstnr. The tnooso crashed away
through the bruBh In a few seconds tho
dark forest was as still as death and
White Sky crossed his forehead und was
asking himself whether lie had had a bad
dream or whether a devil mooso had
really broken into his camp,

But White Sky Is a bravo Indian. Ho
boldly started in the direction thn now-silen-t

monster had taken. He had gone
only a few rods when he stumbled over
some big, hairy creature lying still in the
brush.

Hut the minute Whito Sky tourhed it
the dead maxs camo to life again nnd
began to thrash about with IiIh many
pronged antlers and to kick frantically
with his long, powerful legs 'I ho gun
was kicked out of While Sky's hand and
as quickly ns he could diseutanglo himself
the Indian rushed back to enmp in breath-
less confusion, thuuking all the saints he
knew of for not having permitted tho
devil moose to kill him.

When ho made a light he .found that
his face was bleeding from a gash in his
nose, his trout-er-s were ripped and ono of
his legs showed a long cut

White Sky reset tho tent, bandaged his
wounds as well as he could and decided
that he did not want to know any moro
nbout that mooso until next morning.

When daylight came thn moose wu)
dead, and after some search White (Sky

the dmd tntwe
"White Nkv i a riretty good liar," re

marked Mr H.irltt-- r with a smile, "but I

saw the dead moon ""'I 'he places where
he had stepped on tho cat and where he
had fought the other moose, and White
Sky's nose and leg were gashed all right.

I concluded II was ns straight a story
" n Christian man ran tell.
Tliorj arc ory few men who have

actually seen two mooso fight, although
mnv such tights occur every fall. Manv

f Hw nght. take plan utter dark and
" 'u r
Isfs are on tin roenc

Or Arnold of St. t'aul once found n
place about two rods square whew two
moose had battled. Tin snow and. tn-- j

brush were trampled' down, while tufts
of hair and drops of blood added to the
story of tho conlllct.

On3 who has never seen a wild mooso
still has lh?fore him one of the great treats
of nature.

Ths moose, is decidedly an animal 'of
the wilderness. Dot will Increase whn
the first few settlor make clearings In
tho forest, but the moose disappears
Iwfort" the ring of th a.xo and tho sound
of tho human voice. Uoor are easily
tamrd and do well in parks and on con- -

1

garden has ever Iiooh nbb to accllmit'j
tho mooso. Thoy will do Well for a while,
thfii thoy sicken and di", as if they had
pined nway in the longing for tho wild
swamps and lakes oftholr northern home.

The antlers of mooso nnd deer, borne
only by the mal?t, aro of great Interest.
They nr shod and regrown every year
While thy aro growing th?y nro filled
with blood vessels and are very sensitive.
I lyive sen a deer brush a mosquito from
his antler ns carefully ai a child might
brush a lly from a soro finger.

In autumn the antlers get as hard as
horn, the d'.ad skin is brushed off against
bushes and trees and now mooso and deer
arc already to fight terrible battles with
most formidable wo ipons.

The antlers arc shed very early in
spring, but it is surprising how seldom
one finds a perfect nntler, not to speak
of ever finding two that belong together.
Sauirrels, porcupine and wood mice
gnaw thn edges and prongs. Perhaps
these creatures eat the antlera for some
mineral substance that Is contained in
them.

The antlers of a deer that had died in
autumn I found two-thir- eaten the
next June. The weight of a pair of moose
antlers may reach 50 to to pounds,
und the largest I have seen in .Minnesota
had a spread of 04 inches.

Tho weight of a full grown moose has
been estimated to run from 1.000 to 1,200
pounds. Onn might think that an animal
of such size and strength would have few
enemies and troubles lo contend with, but
the facts are quite different.

During tho warm days of pummer
flies and mdsnuitoes are a ereat nest of
the moose. They try to escape from
these tormenters "by feeding a great deal
in lakes and rivers where tho bright light
nnd tho breeze also help to give them
temporary reuer.

Winters of deep snow bring dangers
to these great wild cattle 3f tho woods.
In tho- - years tho woIvph get very
hungry and attack the moose. Allien
Smith of Fled Lake tells mn that almost
every moose he has shot liore the tooth
marks of wolves on its hocks.

Mr. Barker informed me that during
the winter of 1007-0- 8, a season of un-
usually heavy snowfall, n number of
moose died of starvation. The first
heavy snow fell in Novembor and it was
so wet nnd heavy that it lay flat nnd
buried much of the wild shrubbery on
which mooso feed, and by bending over
all kinds of undergrowth and small trees
and by breaking many larger trees it
made travelling in the woods, even for
the long stilted moose, exceedingly diffi-
cult. I visited the region in the summer
of IB0H and found all the trails much
obstructed, and in manv places of alder
and willow thicket the brush had never
righted itself and was practically im-

penetrable.
F.arly In the spring of 190s as Mr. Barker

followed a trail to thn shore of iLake
Superior he saw a lame cow moose stand
ing in a windfall near the trail. He
approached to within a few yards of her.
Slin erected tho long hair nn her back,
but mvle no attempt to got away.

Mr. Hafkfr concluded that i perhaps
she was sick or disabled and left her.
When hn jwsed the spot tho following
day thn big moose was dead. He could
find no mark of injury on the body, but
tho animal was exceedingly gaunt and
poor and Mr. Harker foil sure that she
had died of exhaustion and starvation.

Although remarkably fitted to cope
with thn difficulties of.llvijsg in swamps
ana woons, moosn not inirequenwy men.
death by accident. Mr. Barker found
throe moose dead where they had at-
tempted to cross tho narrows between
two lakes. They had broken through
thn ice nnd evidently floundored about
until they hail died of cold and exhaustion.

Once Mr. Barker found a drowned
cow moose in midsummer. As well as
no could determine thn animal had had
a fcot caught by dead roots or snags
in about five feet of water. In its vain
struggles to fpsi itself it had finally
fallen down exhausted and had drowned
only a fow feet from shore. Its body
wassTiu warm wnen .Mr. naincr lotimi it.

Moose McmetiinfH eat grass, but willow
noplar. shad bush, white birch and mount
iiinoshhad been llWr principal food in tho
region 1 visited. In many places they had
browsed so heavily and so oflen that
the tree and shrubs had bnnn killed
or at least much retarded in growth.

This was thn onlv reeion that I havn
obprved wheie large wild mammals
had oxenod a marked influence on the
growth of wilil ireos und shrubs. Much
of the rpcion indeed had thn appearance
of a heavily browsed moose and deer
past urn.

During our stuv of five days in this
region we saw thirty-si- x mooso, tnirty-fiv- e

deer, a good deal of small game nnd
Midi wild birds a nasties, ospreya, grouso,
spruce hens nnd the big black logcock
the king of tho woodpeckers. We also
visitod a bn.iver dam, but did not see
the beavers. Wn never fired a gun of
any kind, but secured photographs of
inosi ot l lie creatures we saw.

When I expressed to Mr. Barker my
admiration and wonder at the Kden
of tho wild he had shown us, especially
ai i lie roniarnnnio auiuuiance oi moose,
he replied with a hearty laugh:

"Now you see ihat I am not as big a
liar ns you thought I was."

IICXTIMI . U'K It UtlllTS.
Hrror In n tinuic l.un- - I iirceoKnlrd

Frlrndi of I'rult (rof;r.
"I sen," said nn Orange county sports-

man, "that tho Dutchess County Board of
Supervisors has voted to pay a bounty of
25 cents for every pelt of a jack rabbit
killed in the oounty in order to protect
tho fruit crop. That reminds mo that on
presumably similar representations a law
was passed by the Now York State leg-
islature last winter removing the long
standing prohibition of hunting rabbits
with ferrets in the State.

'The purpose of this concession was
commendable, but if there was good
faith in tho matter there certainly must
have been great ignorance on the part
of tho promoters of the ferret law or sad
luck of investigation by tho legislators
who fivored und procured its passage.

Passing over tho incident that as
matter of fact we have no wild rabbits
in this State, both our native little cotton-
tail nnd the big, spindle shanked beaat
that camo from Canada and which we call
jack rabbit being hares, thn wording of
the law Includes both of these in the term
'rabbit,' and the ferret in turned loose to

n
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gither them both In Now see whether
he does If or not.

"The n.lectivetiess of the ferret in rabbit
hunting lien In that sinuous and insinuat-
ing little beast's capacity for entrance
into the underground passages, openings
In stono walls, crevices In rocks nnd
other covers nnd retreats where the game
hides, nnd which are utterly Inaccessible
to dog or hunter. The ferret glide into
these places, follows nil then-- Intricacies
and labyrinthine windings, and in-

variably drives to the'ipen every rabbit
that has sought shelter in them, the hunter
on the outside then heving nn easy fisk
In bagging them ns they come tumbling
out of their refuge, wild eyed anil with u
thumping of their logs made almost thun-
derous by tho knowledge of the gliding
terror in their wake.

"As nn instance of what hunting rabbits
with ferrets means, on ono day this season
two boys in Sullivan county bagged

throe hundred and four hundred
cottontails with their pair iff well trained
ferrots.

"But has uny one hoard or boy or man
bagging any jack rabbits, in" Sullivan
county or elsewhere In the jack rabbit
bell, by moans of ferrets? Not yet Tho
reason for that Is that the lack rabhlt
doom't seek safety in burrows or holes
In tho rock or openings In convenient
stone walls, or any olhor such refuge.

"He depends on his long legs to carry
hint away from threatening danger and
leave il behind him The ferret U not
a hounding animal In the sense of follow-
ing the chase, nnd so doesn't take tho
trail of the Jack rabbit, any more than It
would follow that of tho cottontail so
long as the cottontail trusted to in logs
and ignored its hiding' place

"Consequently the only. "rabbit that is
on u fair way to extermination under the
lav permitting the hunting of them with
ferret s la our I it t 'e cot tontal I . Nevertheless
the little cottontail is not tho rabbit that
does the mischief to fruit trees Tho
Jack rabbit alone Is guilty of committing
the ravages on fruit orchards of which
complaint is made. Surely the game
laws of this State, and of others, are
fearfully and wonderfully made.

"But as to the bounty that Dutchess
county has committed herself to pay on
tho pelts of jnck rabbits. There are no
morn ways to bag jack rabblta with a price
on their heads than there are when they
are not undfr such n ban, and while thn
hope of getting a quarter for every onn
they manage to capture will doubtlees
make rabbit hunters out of a host of
Dutchess county folks and neighbors of
their in adjacent counties who never
knew what it was to go after rabbits,
alt hough rabbits might have been gna w lug
the life out of their fruit treni any time
thesn years and years. I doubt whether it
will defer any one who goes out with a
gun from knocking over the first fot he
might have the luck to get a shot nt or
every hawk that soared within gunshot
or n horned owl or even a wildrat. whi-- h

are yet numerous enough in thn Dutchess
county wood", and think they had done
well by themelve

And wouldn t they have done well by
themselves? Well, if there were no foxes,
hawks, owls, wildcats nnd the liko prowl-
ing about in that district, where the jack
ranoit is now an outlaw, tha fmit farmers
of that district and neighboring ones
would have ten times moro complaint to
make about the ravages of jack rabbits,
for there would be ten times more jack
rabbits.

"I had occasion to take a trip through
Dutchess count v one time in the winter
nnd on the barn door of a farmer whose
specialty was fruit I saw tacked thn
bodies of two large hawks and tlm bodv
of n snowy owl, whllo the farmer informed
me that ho hart trapped tlireo foses that
week nnd his son had shot a wildcat that
had come to one of his orchards and was
crouching in an apple tree.

"And the farmer told me how it beat
all how the jack rabbits had been ploying
havoc with his trees for a week or moro
past, some of them In the very orchard
where the wildcat had been shot and
some in other orchards near which the
foxes had been trapped, they having
been seen prowling around there. He
mentioned It as a singular Incident that
he had shot onn of the big hawks while
It. was hover'n? over an orchard, nnd nt
the sound or the gun out jumped a jock
rabbit nnd went skiiing away from tho
orchard

"When I told him that in another minute
or so that hawk would have had Its talons
in that jack rabbit and it would never
have girdled another tre on that farm
and that the foxes and the wildcat and
the owl were simply prowling as guar-
dians of his trees against Jack rabbits.
for they were there for no other purpose
than to make way With tho destructive
critters, he took to pondering, and if he
was wise ne never tacKea anomer nawK
or owl carcass to his cam or trapped a
fox or shot a wildcat.

"If the bounty on jack rabbits serves
to discover to the fanners and others
how much fun can be got out of bagging
that agile and timid animal it win nave
had Its gratifying effect, although the
taxpayer at large in Dutchess county
may not be able to see why he should go
down into his pocket to pay the farmer
for protecting his own property and for
tne run lie ha in doing it

"The heagln hound on the trail of a
rabbit, the music of his cry rising and
fallinir, now near, now far. as the long
legged quarry leads back and forth
among the tangled undscbrush, through
patches of tall ferns, between the close
crowing in the woods he chooses
turning and twisting through the natural
alleys until he is brought at last on his
doubling course to the ambush where
the hunter, knowing well the creature's
ways, lies In wait for that, supreme mo-
ment and meets the game, far ahead
of the voicing dogs, with the shot that
lays it low afford a sport exciting and
exhilarating as near the deer chose as
one could wish

"Tho preference shown by this rabbit
for well defined pathways in the forest
offers another sport. If it may be dignified
with that term, which is at least exciting
in the expectation that marks it In
those paths snares may be set, attached
to strong twigs or branches bent over
and fitted on the ground by a noose
baited with a sweet apple, and in their
iourneyings through the woods and
brush of a night many an unsuspecting
Jaok goes aloft at tho end of the twitch up
and delights the trapper's heart as he
comes in sight of it suspended there, its
fur ruffled to its changing shades in the
air of tho frosty morning,

"There are n lot of possibilities in the
jack rabbit that the prosy farmer, whether
or uuicness county or cisownere, or me
nrosv person, fanner or not. of anvwhore
might find edification in far beyond his
expectation if he only knew It, bounty or
no bounty

south noons moose
ml Nome Speculation ai to the Failure

of the llcMai'klmc Experiment.
A New York man whllo spending the

hunting season in the Adlrondacks last
fall made inquiry us to the outcome of the
experiment of restocking that region
with moose, as begun five or six yoars
ago by the turning Into the woods along
the rulton'Chaln or soveral adult sped
mens of that big gamo animal once plenti
fill in the Adirondaoks. One old woods
man with much experlenoe in tlp wilds
and ns a keeper In private Adirondack
game prenerves was positive in his opinion
about the matter.

"Those mooso simply didn't stay in the
Adlrondacks anywhere," said he, "I'll
tell you why, I know old hunters who
have killed moose In the Adirondaoks

'and I know that mooso once wero com
paratively plentiful in our woods. But
that was years nnd yonrs ago,

"My belief is that tho woods became
unfitted for the tnooso by the opening
up of hotels and resorts that brought
thither too many of tho ways of civiliza-
tion and that consequently, obeying the
instincts of their nature, these long time
denizens of our forests turned their
spreading nntlers towurd somo more
coniienlal wilderness.

"If our wopds were unfitted for moose
in thoso first years of the entering of
civilization they haven't been
made moro fit now that there are a dozen
hotels or camps on every lake nnd rail-
roads winding Into the very heart of the
wilderness. Tho moose that were turned
loose Into tho Fulton Chain woods some
years ago are now either in Maine or
Canada woods, providing they escaped
tho game outlaws on their way'thlther
through ours. That Is my belief as to the
outcomo of the experiment in restocking
the Adlrondacks with moose."

"Speaking of native Adirondack moose."
said tlm Now York man, "my guide in
the Uacqotte I.ako country told mo that
it was behoved that the lain Alvu Dun
ning killed the lust moose over seen In
thoso woods. It was a bull mooso nnd
Alva surprised it lying In a dense mass
of spruce brush. He fired at tho big
bull ns it jumped from tho brush, and
although he saw that the animal wns
hard hit it got away among the thick

rowth, keeping hidden from the hunter.fIn followed thn trail n long distance,
but lost it.

It was kite in the full and a heavy
snow began railing Derore uunning
could get to his cabin on an Island in
Fourth Ijike and return with his dogs
to try find tthe trail of the moose, so it
wns abandoned.

"Two weeks later the old hunter wns
f;olng over a line of traps he had out

neighborhood of where he had
shot tho big moose, when he was attracted
by a peculiar mound oi snow nt tne loot
of n spruce tree. He investigated and
found beneath the snow the dead body
of a moose. Its great size, and the
fact that there was a bullet bole in tho
moose's bodv close behind its fore shoul
der, wero proof enough to the old hunter
that tne moose was tne one ne nnn snot
and lost a fortnight before. Dunning
always declared that this last Adiron-
dack moose, if it was the last, weighed
upward of 1,200 pounds. The immense
antlers had twelve points on ono side
and thirteen on the other. They were
sold to a resident of Utlcn. who paid
Dunning 125 for them.

nn: i't:itsn i:itix(i pMVAnv.

The netlrrcl I'.nslncer Kecounts a Tei
Kxnertenee.

Suswhanna, Pa., Jan .t? -- "I was not
a little surprised when I read in the papers
the other day about tne narrow escape
II. F. Yoakum had recently from being
made away with by a drove of peccaries
In southwest Texas." said a retired Erie
engineer, "for hn is a native of Texas nnd
ought to have had somo inkling nt least
of the peculiarities of the peccary I
could have told him about 'em myself

lu the early days of railroading in
Texas I went down there and took charge
of an engine on ' a road west of San
Antonio. My fireman was also a Northern
man and Innocent like myself of the ways
of thn critterB that crawled and climbed and
clawed and snorted and howled in that
out of the way corner of our great and
glorious country When I heard there was
bears almost anywhere along
there I made up my mind to have a Texas
bear hunt some day, and one day I men-
tioned mv intention to the agent at one
of the way stations.

'Bear hunting's all right.' said hn.
'You won't have any trouble getting after
a bear, or maybe in having ono get after
you. but look out for peccaries tie
careful and don't get into a mixup with
peccaries. If you do your job on this
rnilroad'll be to let '

"That made me smile
"T don't know what occaries are.' said

I, 'but I guess ir I ain't feeling much of a
scare about going out to tackle bears
there ain't anything else prowling around
in thn Jungles that's going to give me one.
Not me' 1 said.

And that made the native smile.
'Oh, the' peccaries won't be looking

for n fight with you,' said he. 'As a rule
the peccary never is looking for n fight,
unless it may be with a bear. The pec-
cary hates bears. A dozen men may
ridn or walk past a whole drove of 'em
without their paying the least attention
to any of 'em, unless some one of the
party is ho unwise as to fire a shot into
the drove. If one peccary is hurt the

hole drove instantly abandons all other
business ns one peccary and never does
another thing until the injury done to
that one of its number is avenged, if ven
geance is possible.

" Us folks, nativo and to the manner
born, know this inborn peculiarity of
the peccary and never give the little beast
the slightest cause for suspicion. Not a
few mysterious disappearances of tender-
foot hunters and tourists hereabout may
be explained in no better way than bv
the assumption that they had tried their
guns on peccaries, Oo bear hunting by
all means, but give the peccaries right of
way If you should happen fo run across
any.

I pulled down nn under eyelid nt the
ngent, ns meaning to want to know of
him if he saw anything green nbout me
and my fireman and I had a laugh over
the way he had sought to stuff us. Next
day on our trip back all of a sudden my
fireman hollered out that there was a
d rove of hogs on t ho t rack . Sure enough
about three train lengths ahead of us a
drove ot n dozen or more of the queerest
looking hogs I ever saw were taking their
time wnlking ucross the track.

"'Some of them rnzorbacks I hear this
country is noted for. I e'pose,' said I. I
blow the whistle, supposing of course that
it would frighten the hogs and hurry them
off of tho rails, But instead of It doing
that, tho minute they heard the sound
they all stopped In their tracks and
seemed to be waiting for me. All I could
do thon was to pull her wide open and cut
through the drove, whlrh I did. 1 knocked
a heap pf 'em off dead as hammers, and tho
rest of 'em bristled UP and I guess wnulH
have tried to grab hold of the cars If wo
hadn't slid by so qulcK.

"'Itazorbaok hogs may he shy on pork,"
ootrl I ui T nrni hnnlc p.n.l HAW thnt u.Ka
were iert or the lot were standing on the
track, glaring arter the train, 'but they are
loaded with grit.'

"When we got to tho station whore wo
stopped on the run I told tho agent, the
same one who had stuffed mo about
peccariei, that we had run ovor a lot of
homebody's raorbuck hogs on the way
and supposed thn company would have
damages to pay. That made the agent
laugn.

"'Hazorbacks!' said he. 'Why, man,
them was peccaries. It's luck y you
didn't stop your train. If you had what
was loft of tM drove would have been Into
your cab In a jlfly. The peccary has a
memory as long as time almost, and tho
chances are a hundred to one that the rem
nant or that drove win be watting for you
when vou go back.'

"That made mn smile some more, but
sure as cuns. when wo went back nextdav
five of the unlniuls, all that were left, were
right there on the trnck, and they brcoed
up and met lis face to face, 1 sent the
engine tearing against 'em, I .ooking back.
I saw four of the five lying at the side of
the track dead, a single one stood be
twnen the rails.

"That'll Io about the end of it,' said 1

to my fireman. 'Looks to me as if there
might be something in that peccary
talk.'

"The firemen said yes, It did; but all the
same we didn't expect to see that lone
peccary when we went back next day.
But he was there. We could see him half
a mile ahead of us on that straight track,
standing plumb whore wo had last seen
him. As we approached he squatted
on his hatinohes, waiting for us. It
seemed a pity to run him down, but I
had made up my mind now that tho agent
wasn't stuffing me, so 1 sent the engine
full tilt toward the little beast. He roso
to his feet nnd rushed to mee: us. Tho
engine struck him and hurled him far
off to ono side, where he lay deid.

"'Get 'em all?' said the ngent as we
pulled In at the station.

"I said we had.
"'Good thing,' said he. 'And you re

lucky you had a railroad train to fight
'em with. That's about the only thing
peccaries ever run aginst that's got tho
best of 'em In such short order. When
you go out after that bear you're think-
ing about going after 1 wouldn't get In
n mlTiin with neeenrles if I were voll.
But if you'd like Uj go hunting peccaries
I'll tell you all you have to do to make
a success of it. Take a Winchester rlflo
and nmmunltion enough for fifty rounds
or so.

" 'Then you climb n tree. Tho peccary
has one grand virtue. He can't climb
tree. Perch safely on a limb and by and
by tne chances are tnat a orove oi pec
caries will come trotting along near
enough for you to put a bullet good and
deep into ono of 'em. That's why you
w ant to bo euro to have plenty of ammuni
tion, so you can Kill all tne rest in ine arove;
for the survivors at once take poaltioM
Around ttiat. tree and there thev stay until
tho lost one is killed or until the hunter In
thn tree Btorves to death if ho hasn t
cot ammunition nnntiffh.

" 'Thn livlncr will nav no attention to the
dying or deod, but will sit there hoping
for vengeance until the last one dis.
But you can bo out anv tlmo and sit down
right nt the edge of a feeding drove of
peccaries and watch 'em all day if you
wont to and not ono of 'em wHl as much
as notice vou unions vou rile em . Vt hat
day do you think you'll go out after
your bear?' said the agent.

"I said I didn't know, but not until
f;ot time enough to combine a peccary

with a bear hunt. .But somehow I
never got time all the while I was In
Texas.

rif .1 1'l'lSO WA If i BEAS TS.

The Caution or Martens and Foxes Taken
Advantage or by Huntrn.

Olamok, Me., Jan. 14. A curious feature
of trapping fur boaring animals in the
woods of northern Maine Is that in many
cases tho hunters are enabled to succeed
by reason of the extreme cautldn of tho
animals themselves.

Along the swift waters or the upper
Penobscot River the most valuable rur
is that or the slim and alert fisher cat, or
marten. The American flshor is one or
the most cautious creatures or the ror- -

ests and streams, and only a Tew" Indians
and white trappers, have tho secret or
luring it to the vicinity or traps. The
fisher will never negotiate anything but
live fish Tor bait, and will never approach
its food save from the shore side of a
stream or lake.

Ah a rule when winter fishermen catch
trout through the ice they pass on from
hidden eddies, to deep holes, chopping
canals in the surface ice as they go,
which when filled with water are used to
hold the live trout until they return over
the same stream later In the day. The
trappers of fisher cats, finding half torpid
trout squirming about In the icy water,
make ready to carry out their plans. The
flat trencher of a stout steel trap is baited
with a live trout, which has became too
weak to spring the mechanism, and a
deeper wator canal than usual is chopped
far inshore, ir possible undor a limb or an
ovorhanging treo.

The fisher never walks up or down the
strnnm on the open ice, but clings close
to the shore. At tho sight or the living

; trout on top or the ice'the fisher creeps out
cautiously and having made sure the coast
is clear foaps directly rrom the shore oi
tho tree on top or tho trout, onlv to be
clutched in the jaws of tho trap.

in mosi puns oi ,ew tngianu roxes
enter baited traps set in running water
without great hesitation. Further north
along the Allagash Hiver not a fox will
enter a trap save through strategy, al
though the bait may be scented with secret
preparations costing much money to buy
and use.

The best results are secured bv stick.
iug a limber spring pole upright in the
ground or in a snowdrift in the centre of
a small clearing .in the forest, the spring
pole having a dead hare or the body of a
hen or duck attached by the neck and
lifted a foot or less above the level sur-
face. Two or more steel traps are put out
set but unbailed from ten to fifteen feet
from the spring pole.

When an old foi comes alone and soents
the flesh he sniffs the air for a long time,
and begins slowly to circle the Dole, keen- -
ing far away from the bait at first but draw
ing nearer witn every turn. The process
is long and slow. There is a long sniffing
of the air and a short quick step, folidwed
by a pause for investigation, and then
more stealthy steps, as if the fox suspected
that nn enemy was concealed about the
spring pole, upon which Its inze Is con
centrated always.

At some point alons the course the tnr.
with ears and nostrils and eyes always
intent upon the suspended bait, aterw mid.
aeniy wiinin ine open jaws or tne trap,
wmcn ciosen wnn a snap, ana tne rox Is
an active and regretful prisoner until the
trapper comes niong and removes the
pelt

THE AVESaiXG I'H'KEBEL.
Two Encounters itr a iik Flih m the

naok of Laekawaek Country.
"The biggest pickerel I ever lost fishing

through tne ice," said a Pike county man,
weighed a little over six pounds. I

would never have known it, either, if I
hadn't landed him. I had a heap of
trouble along with losing that whopping
big pickerel, and now could I have lost
him If I landed him? That does sound a
trifle paradoxical, true enough, and needs
some explanation,

"Jack Kimble and all the rest of the old
time back or Iookawack citizens insist
Ihat ir that big pickerel had only known
what I let go of him so sudden for he
would havo watted for me and had the
fight out, with ne when I got back, but of
course I always pooh-poo- h such an idoa
as that. They reason that It is only once
in a great while that a tremendous big
pickerel like that, one bothers his head
to take hold of a tipup bait, and then ho
does it simply because he is tearing mad
at the way other pickerel persist in going
for the bait and being hauled up throutrh
the ice,' and he ants to get up on the
ice hlmseir and tackle the fisherman.

"Or course these baok or Lnckawack
oracles admit that the pickerel always
gets the worst or the proceeding, but they
say it gives htm the satisfaction of think-
ing that he has thrown a scare into the
fisherman anyhow. This big pickerel that
I lost that time they declared was thus
on a rampage, and when he saw me drop
the tine and turn and dash away like a
racehorse he naturally thought I was a
coward, dar'esn't stand up to him after I
got him on the'ice.andsohad cut and run.
Consequently he had dropped book to the
bottom, shaken himself loose and gone
elsewhere in disgust, That's what Jaok
Kimble and all the rest of the old time
back of Ijackawack citizens insist on be-
lieving.

"All X know about it is that I didn't run

away from that pickerel because i wssvt
afraid of him, although the sight !ar his'
big alligator jaws nnd glaring eyes o he
came along up to tho hole In tho ice with
my hook In htm was quite' enough to scare
almost nnyliody. As 1 saw the hood of
that plckorel I couldn't help hollering mat
I had tho daddy or em all. .,

That same Instant I heard something
I hadn't expected to hear. It was thn
heartrending and tearfetchlng cry a don
makes when stricken with torror or imciiy
wounded. 1 forgot the big and sassy
pickerel Instantly nnd droppedfthe' line.
I turned and looked in the iiirccv.zn ur
the sound I had heard.

"Three hundred yards away, at thn
upper edge of the pond, I saw the doe, ft.

slamming big one. She wns struggling'
on the Ice to get away from a coupie ot
dogs that had run her In and, caught her.
1 didn't wait a second, but started a fasf
as my reet would carry me toward the,
spot, hoping to get there in time to save
her rrom the dogs. '

"As I went, though, tho pickerel cama"
Imck to my mind and I couldn't help hut-moa-

that this being a good Samaritan
was going to' make me miss the time of
my life with pickerel and the 'laridlng'rjf
the daddy of 'em all.

"I got to where the doe was struggling
with the dogs, and got there In pretty"
quick time too; but I was too late. The
dogs had hurt the doe so that I had to kill
her, tho dogs skulking away as 1 etmfr'
up, Thn law was on deer, or course,
and being a lawabiding citizen I hated
like everything to break the statute Id'
such case made and provldedu' but P
couldn't see any particular reason why I
should let all that nice, juicy, fat lot of
venison He there for n pair of deer slaugh-
tering dogs to devour, so I hung It up
high and safe, to be taken home and
eaten by me and mine.

"Then I went back to my pickerel fish-

ing, but of course that big fellow had go("
away. He had taken my hook with him
too.

"Reaction came then, and 1 was mad.
"If I only knew who owns those two

deer butchering dogs,' I said, 'I'd prose-
cute him, sure as guns! And I'd shoot
the dogs on sightl They've cost tne the"
landing of the boss pickerel or Big Pond.'

"You might say that a nice, fat, juicy
lot of venison ought to have been ample
remuneration for the loss of a pickerel,'
even if it was one of enormous size, and,
so it would If something hadn't happened,
t was hauled up for killing a deer out of
season, and had to shell out 125 for doing
it. And they took the deer away from me
at that.

"It's too ding bad that pickerel didn't
know what jou run away from him fori'
said Jack Kimfcle and all of the old time
Kick of Iickawack citizens sympatheti
cally. 'He'd 'a' waited for you, sure as
ice and had the fight out with
you, and that'd been worth every cent that,
onfort'nit doe cost you, and more too.'

"Anyhow, time went along, and the next
summer I was up along the inlet of Big
Pond, where the lily pads wero thickest,
skittering on the edge of 'em. I had.
skittered three or four tolerable good ones,
on to my string when all of a sudden I got.
a strike that oame near jerking me into the
pond.

"The old fellow that made the strike --

struck for .keeps, and I had a tussle with
him up nnd down along the lilies and .lg-za- g

and cri6s-cro- ss in and out of 'em for
a good quarter of an hour before the pick-
erel felt that he had done what he oould
to make the fight lively and gave up.it

"I wns pretty well tuckered and it was
some time before I got up to take a crit teal
look aj mv capture, although I knew that
it was a pickerel that wns going just about,
to beat the record for Big Pond. I had a--

great start as I looked him ovor by and by,
for In his upper jew was a big fishhook,,
and It didn't take me n second to recognize v

th'.t hook ns the one that the big pickerel
I hid lost fishing through the ice luid
taken away with him. I had landed the
nickere' I hid lost, and I felt bo good over
it that I believe thtt if the two dogs that
forced me to the rescue of the doe that
day had come along just then I wouldn't
have shot 'em,

" Same pickerel, said Jack Kimble.
'Same old feller. And I ain't irnln' to rut
that it's likely thnt he hverd about the.
reason you run away rrom him last winter. "

and lest come along this summer and let.
vou have it out with him after all, hut it
looks tnat way tn mel

"And all the old time citizens' of back of
tackawack said so It did to them. Noth.
ing In it of course, but. the pickerel weighed,
six pounds and three ounces, and no one
has ever caught ns big a one in Big Pond
since nor lost one."

nic Trout.
From Ihr Journal ol thr Salmon and Trn'ut'

Aatotintion.
Among the biggest trout captured within

recent history pride of place belongs to
the monster of Loch Stennes, which weighed
twenty-nin- e pounds and was caught on,
a hand line in IsftS. It was one of those bi
brown trout which have taken to salt or
partially salt water ("slob" or estuarlnn
trout), and the fine cast of It made by.'
Mr. Malloch and now In the Fly Fishers
Club shows that salt water agreed with it.
Another big trout wss caught in lxmah o
Ennel in isoi. This weighed twenty-si- x

pounds and took npoon bait.
The Irish lakes have yielded several

fish of fifteen pounds or more Jn recent ,iyears. A trout of twenty-on- e pounds
wss caught In loch Rannoch In loot by a"young Isdy, and In the same year a youth- - ,
fnl angler of 10 got one In the Test atA,
liroadlands whlrh weighed sixteen pounds.
The largest trout caught in the southern
streams of late, however, was the eighteen
pounder from the New River, which fell
s victim. to a lobworm in 1D0. The record
Thames trout was caught in isso and weighed
sixteen pounds fifteen ounces,

Want Bounty on KqulrreW.
CnfriUr corrrtpindcncr Npokant Herald.
Since the bounty on squirrels wss stopped

several years ago the little pests have"
greatly increased in numbers until the
question of handling them has become1 "
ot vital importance to the welfare or sll
growers of grain and vegetables.

Every farmer has to devote from five tn
fifteen days each year In fighting fquIrreU,
and the annual cost or poison to each farmer ,.t
averages IS. w '

During the operation or the former 1,1
squirrel bounty law the animals becshie0"
quite scarce in this section, for men often'
made wages In the spring hy a systereatlo
campaign1 against the squirrels. The
amount of damage caused each year In
this county bv squirrels runs Into many
thousands of dollars, causing a consequent
decrease In the amount ot grains, grasses '
and vegetables produced and an Increase i .
In the cost of production. '

Ragle a (Hilp's Pel.
From fs Ao(on Record.

Aboard the steamer Pathsn, which ar-
rived yesterday from Manila, Singapore,
Cebu and Port Said, was a large eagle
bought from a native at Manila by Cart, i

Chaplin,, ,
The bird, which was named Sammy,

measures Just nine rest rrom tip Ao..ttip or wings when spread. It was kept
in a large wooden box on the bridge
on the voyage, but ror a rpw hours each,
day was allowed to roam about the deck
with a rope Sled to one of its legs.

It has become the pet of tho crew and to
very tame. .

I,le f.agle I'nder Ills Arm.
from Iht Kama Cilu 'Journal.

With a live eagle measuring six reet six
Inches from tip to tip of its wjnss under
his arm, Dr. J. C. Mclaughlin, 30 Juno-- 1

tlon Building, created considerable irts
est yesterday on the itrscts.

The bird was shot by Mr. MoUughlln's
brother, H. A. McLaughlin, on his ranch .
nsar Moran. Kan. A rifle was used and the
ball took effect In the bird's wing, whioh .
parslyred It temporarily and enabled him
to "capture It alive. The wing has healed

and the bird, being young, was sblppalA
Cow

1

.31

l.


